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Photo Captions:

The Easter Vigil was the evening of Saturday, April 16. -Photos courtesy of Carmen 
Smargiassi MODA photography

On April 30th, 130 parish children celebrated their First Holy Communion. -Photos 
courtesy of Christine Mullery

The Parish May Procession was Thursday, May 19. -Photos courtesy of Theresa 
Haggerty

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,

I am happy to present to you the latest Anastasian. Thank you to all who continue to work on 
this publication. Thank you, also, to the parishioners who participated in the events featured in this edition and to the many 
parishioners who planned and were involved in making them happen. Everything featured in this Anastasian highlights a 
significant phrase in our parish mission statement, that is, our commitment “to growing in a deeper relationship with God 
and with one another.” May we always be dedicated to and focused on those important relationships.

In this edition, you will see the ways that the parish has had opportunities to participate in events that can help us grow in 
our relationship with God and in our relationships with one another. Read about the special Masses for Divine Mercy Sunday 
and for Memorial Day. Take time to remember your First Communion or your children’s or grandchildren’s special day as 
you enjoy the pictures of this year’s First Holy Communion of our parish children. This year you will see how we continued 
our tradition of honoring Mary, the Blessed Mother, with a parish May Procession and crowning. Notice that we added a 
new tradition this year with a Procession and Benediction  to celebrate  the Feast of the Body and Blood  of Christ.

Enjoy reading and browsing the pictures of these most recent happenings. Maybe you will remember attending one of these 
events or maybe you are sorry you missed something special! No matter if you were there or not, The Anastasian is a way to 
experience some of what has happened in recent months. As our mission statement reminds us, “We strive to become a more 
vibrant parish by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging and welcoming.” May this publication be welcoming and inspira-
tional to you, our readers.

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco

www.saintanastasia.net

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Memorial Day at 
Saint Anastasia Parish

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May. Many of us think of it as the unofficial begin-
ning of summer and trips to the shore or backyard cookouts. However, the true meaning of Memorial Day is to remember. It 
is a day to honor the men and women who died while serving in the United States military. To do that many Americans visit 
cemeteries, war memorials, or attend parades in honor of our fallen heroes. 

At Saint Anastasia we celebrate Memorial Day with Mass offered for all deceased and living military personnel who have 
served or are presently serving in the military. Each year we invite our veterans to walk in the Entrance Procession. Prior 
to the Procession, we observe a time of silence for all deceased veterans as a lighted candle is brought to our Memorial Day 
Shrine. As Mass begins, the American flag is carried to remind us of the values and ideals upon which our country was 
founded and for which so many women and men fought, many losing their lives, to preserve our freedom. During the Mass 
prayers, we thank the members of the military for their service to us and to our country. We ask God to protect the many 
women and men who are still serving. We pray that peace will become a reality in our world. At the conclusion of Mass, we 
take a picture with the veterans who have come to pray with us. When you see these women and men in the picture, or any 
one you know that has served us in the military, be sure to express your gratitude for their service. 

By Sister Mary Barrar Photos courtesy of Debbie Rivers

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Divine Mercy Sunday
Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated the Sunday after Easter. It is a beautiful gift to the church given to us through a humble 
Polish nun, Sister Faustina Kowalska, now known as Saint Faustina. On February 22, 1931, Jesus revealed Himself to Sister 
Faustina as the image we now know as the Divine Mercy Image. The image has become the vessel used to remind the world 
of God’s greatest attribute, His Mercy. In Saint Faustina’s Diary, Divine Mercy in My Soul, the tremendous promise of the 
forgiveness of all sins and the punishment due to sin, is given for anyone who goes to confession and receives Jesus in Holy 
Communion on this special Feast. This gift is much like a clean slate offered to us as on the day of our baptism! Saint John 
Paul II established the Feast Day of Divine Mercy and named it Divine Mercy Sunday in 2000. The Diary of Saint Faustina 
contains all the treasures of this great Feast and explains in further detail the Graces and Gifts the Lord has desired to grant 
on this special day. Here is a quote from the Diary that encapsulates it all:

  …Let no one doubt concerning the goodness of God; even if a person’s sins were as dark as night, God’s 
  mercy is stronger than our misery. One thing alone is necessary: that the sinner set ajar the door of his 
  heart, be it ever so little,to let in a ray of God’s merciful grace, and then God will do the rest. (1507).

How did it all begin at our parish?  

Sarah Perrone moved into our parish in 1997 and carried 
the gift of Divine Mercy with her from a cancer patient, 
who shared the Divine Mercy Chaplet with her when she 
was living in Maryland. A fellow parishioner at St. An-
astasia, Diane Ferry, invited Sarah and a friend, Betty 
Fanelli, to learn more about Divine Mercy and to start 
a Cenacle. Weekly Divine Mercy Cenacles began in our 
parish in 2007, under the leadership of our previous Pas-
tor, Monsignor Cribben. Divine Mercy Sunday was first 
celebrated in our Parish with our current Pastor, Father 

By Clare Fynn

Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography
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Divine Mercy Sunday
Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography

Colagreco, on April 27, 2014. Our parish has just celebrated our eighth year of Divine Mercy Sunday on April 
24, 2022, with Confession, Adoration, Rosary, and praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet. We concluded with Bene-
diction and Mass celebrated by Father Artman. The Divine Mercy Cenacle continues to meet every Monday in 
our Adoration Chapel at 2:00 PM. All are welcome to come and pray the Chaplet together, and then we have 
quiet time before the Blessed Sacrament. Divine Mercy Chaplet prayer cards are available at the entrance doors 
to the church. We are blessed the gift of Divine Mercy is one of the many avenues to experience God’s Mercy in 
our parish. 
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ

Originally called Corpus Christi (the Body of Christ), the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ had its origins 
in thirteenth-century France. St. Juliana (1192 – 1258) was the abbess of the Augustinian Sisters at Mont Carvillon, near 
Liege in Belgium. After a vision, she persuaded the bishop of Liege to institute a feast to the Blessed Sacrament; he established 
it in 1246. The feast was extended to the universal Church by Pope Urban IV in 1264. 

Since the Second Vatican Council, the feast has been called “The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.” The name change is 
significant. The emphasis is no longer on the Blessed Sacrament reserved in the tabernacle and presented for adoration by the 
faithful, but on the celebration of the Eucharist. We believe that the best way to increase faith in the Eucharist is the celebra-
tion of the Mass. We acknowledge that we revere the sacred mysteries of the Body and Blood of Christ, and that through this 
sacrament, we experience redemption. This sacred mystery we hold firm to is the basis for our Catholic faith: that the bread 
and wine we present at Mass are changed, by the power of God, into the true, real Body and Blood of Christ. It is Christ’s 
Body and Blood that we receive at Holy Communion, not a sign, and no longer bread and wine. This mystery is what we 
celebrate on this feast day.

The first time a Eucharistic Procession for Corpus Christi appears is in Cologne, Germany around 1279. Since then, the 
Church has a rich tradition of holding Eucharistic processions on this feast day. The procession is a way of venerating the 
Blessed Sacrament. It is also an act of public witness – a wonderful opportunity for evangelization with those who may not 
yet know Jesus or understand our faith. 

Here at St. Anastasia, we held a Eucharistic procession after the Noon Mass on this feast day this year, June 19th, which 
coincided with Father’s Day. Nearly everyone attending the Mass joined the procession of the Most Blessed Sacrament con-
tained in the monstrance, as it went through the Church and outside. The procession concluded with a period of adoration 
and benediction on the front steps of the Church. We then enjoyed light refreshments in the vestibule. The monstrance that 

By Brandon M. Artman, Parochial Vicar
Photos courtesy of Amy Stasen and Randall Gustitis -Live Stream 
Footage
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was used for our Eucharistic procession is a new acquisition for our Parish. It is a “legacy monstrance” that was used at 
another Archdiocesan Parish that has closed. The monstrance was recently donated in honor of a parishioner by her chil-
dren. It will be used at all our major parish Eucharistic celebrations that include adoration and benediction. 

On the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ this year, the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) launched a Eucharistic Revival initia-
tive. Over the next three years, the dioceses of the United 
States will recommit ourselves to our Eucharistic identity 
and will reaffirm our faith in the Real Presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist. These three years will culminate in the 
first National Eucharistic Congress in the US in almost 
fifty years. Tens of thousands of Catholics from across our 
nation will join together in Indianapolis for a once-in-a-
lifetime pilgrimage toward the “source and summit” of 
our Catholic faith. Several Archdiocesan and parish events 
are being planned over the next three years to celebrate the 
Eucharistic Revival. Stay tuned for more information!

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament flows from the 
Mass and leads us back to it. Adoration takes place here at 
St. Anastasia in our Chapel (enter though the outside door 
at the rear of the Church) on Wednesdays from 8:30 AM to 
9:00 PM during the summer, and Monday-Friday during 
the school year from 8:30 AM to 9:00 PM.  
Information for this article taken from www.USCCB.org 
and www.phillyeucharisticrevival.org.
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First Holy Communion
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First Holy Communion
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Easter Vigil
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Easter Vigil
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May Procession
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May Procession



We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


